The incidence of nosocomial infections in a pneumology division and intermediate intensive care unit.
It has been shown that the problem of nosocomial infections is different in each specialist hospital division, and it is important to be aware of the local situation and to identify the specific problems. In order to set up an effective prevention programme and in the setting of a general system of control of nosocomial infection, we studied the incidence of infections and correlated the pathogenic organisms appearing during hospitalization in patients admitted to our Pneumology Division and Intermediate Intensive Care Unit over a period of 12 months. A nosocomial infections incidence of 13% was observed and 75% of these were respiratory, 21% urinary and 4% other infections. Seventy two percent of pathogenic agents were Gram-negative bacilli and 28% Gram-positive cocci. The site-specific rates of infections observed are related to intrinsic (host dependent) and extrinsic (non-host-dependent) risk factors that have not been exhaustively evaluated in the present study. However, the data so far collected will allow us to redirect the resources used in the control of nosocomial infections by targeting efforts at the surveillance of better defined groups of patients and by achieving data more suitable for comparisons between hospitals.